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00:00:05 
Many people think of history the way it’s presented in text books as major dates and 
major personalities but the history of Carroll county is very different.  It’s the history of 
everyday life, its ordinary people doing ordinary things and so when you talk about the 
history you are describing the thread of everyday living in the patchwork of Carroll 
county’s history. 
 
00:00:28 
In education circles today they like to talk about multiculturalism.  In the settlement of 
this region was the true diversity melting pot. We had Pennsylvania Germans migrating 
in to this area from the north, we had a mixture of English, Irish and Scottish residents 
coming in from Tidewater Maryland around the Chesapeake.  We also had African 
Americans who worked both for the Pennsylvania Germans and the English.  And we had 
a diversity of religions.  The Pennsylvania Germans bringing primarily Lutheran and 
German-reformed religions, and the English bringing the Anglican church, Quakerism, 
Methodism and Episcopalism. 
 
00:01:14 
One of the ways to interpret the everyday life history of Carroll county is to compare it to 
national trends, and you see that what was going on in Carroll county is reflected in the 
social and economic history of our country, especially in the early years.  The economy 
was built around transportation by horse and wagon so communities developed around 
intersections of roads or along a turnpike, every three or so miles you would need a 
tavern and a place for your horses to get food and water, for you to get food and water. 
And so the development of communities in Carroll county begins with the economic 
tradition of serving an agrarian society along major thoroughfares for mule and wagon 
and horseback. 
 
00:02:11 
An agrarian society is basically one that is self-sustaining and produces agricultural crops 
for the community.  What you found in Carroll county was early settlers establishing 
farmsteads in the 1730s and 1740s.  As they began to prosper then they needed 
communities, towns, villages for commercial centers.  And so towns started developing 
in the 1760s to 1790s timeframe.  And the towns are where you would have located the 
crafts that were necessary: a wagon maker, a blacksmith, a tanner, a shoemaker, you’d  
have taverns, you would have your pharmacists, you would have a post office, and so the 
communities developed around the agrarian society, and all of it was intertwined with the 
natural resources of the region. 
 
00:03:09 
As the towns developed in Carroll county they became transportation centers, sort of the 
hubs for transporting agricultural goods to market, primarily routes down to the port of 
Baltimore to serve an urban population and for shipping to other locations, but also north 
into Pennsylvania or west or south into other locations.  And as the transportation 



improved then agricultural sales also improved, especially during the mid 1800s and at 
the time the railroad reached this area in the 1860s then the agricultural community really 
prospered. 
 
00:03:59 
The early settlers frequently farmed and also practiced a trade and so on a farmstead you 
might have a blacksmith shop or you might have a tannery and one of the things that was 
very necessary for producing a product from the crops was a gristmill.  And so 
throughout the county you would get small industrial centers because you had water 
power. And so the farming used natural resources, the production of the agricultural 
crops used water power through a water wheel for grinding, for sawing lumber, for a 
multitude of industrial purposes.  And really until the railroad came through and brought 
a new era of industrialization, your major economy drew upon the water power of the 
local communities. 
 
00:04:56 
The area that comprises Carroll county today was originally part of Baltimore county and 
Frederick county and the dividing line was Parrs Ridge, a major geographical feature that 
runs from Manchester through Westminster to Mt. Airy.  And it basically runs along MD 
Rt. 27 today.  The early efforts to form a county occurred in the first decade of the 1800s 
when a group of citizens in Uniontown started a newspaper and petitioned Annapolis to 
form Union county with Uniontown as the county seat.  It took about three decades for 
the citizens to get a new county formed. By the 1830s the effort moved to Westminster 
and the citizens of Westminster petitioned for a new county in 1833 but lost.  And the 
citizens of Manchester pointed their cannons towards Westminster and shot in sort of 
revenge towards the effort because it was more convenient for them to go to Towson then 
to go to Westminster.  But by 1837 the General Assembly decided that yes there was 
efficiency that could be gained by Westminster as a county seat, and they named the new 
county in honor of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
00:06:18 
One of the interesting ways to look at Carroll county’s history in comparison to national 
trends is to look at the economic history and how things advanced with changing 
technology.  In the early settlements the transportation was mule and wagon and 
horseback and so the towns developed around trading centers, frequently at intersections 
of roads, such as Manchester, Taneytown, and Westminster to a lesser extent, being a 
major crossroads of turnpikes.   
 
00:06:52 
As the county developed and the nation developed, we began to get railroad 
transportation as the major form of an economic driving force.  And all the communities 
in Carroll county wanted access to the railroad.  Uniontown is a good example of a very 
prosperous village during the turnpike era that did not get a railroad and therefore has all 
the charm and characteristics of a pre-railroad village.   
 



00:07:24 
When the railroad came to the community along the southern edge of the county, 
Sykesville and Mt. Airy prospered, around the center of the community, of the county, 
Westminster and New Windsor and Union Bridge prospered.  Taneytown was a railroad 
center and Hampstead was a railroad center. And so you see sort of this national trend of 
the railroad’s influence in bringing new products, new ideas to communities.   
 
00:07:54 
And in the early 20th century the development of the automobile, we see another major 
change in the county.  And car transportation becomes a major feature, in not only the 
local economy, but the daily habits of the residents of the county.  Whereas in the horse 
and wagon and rail era people generally lived in the community where they worked, 
where they went to school, where they were members of social clubs, where they found 
their own entertainment. Now with the automobile they’d go to a neighboring village to 
go to the movies, they’d drive down to Baltimore to have a job, and you see the whole 
fabric of the local social community change going from horseback, to rail, to car 
transportation. 
 
00:08:48 
Manchester was one of the more prosperous communities in the county during the early 
agrarian stage where travel was primarily by horse or wagon.  Actually Taneytown and 
Manchester were the most prominent communities because both of them were at 
intersections of major turnpikes. Both of them being early Indian trails the early settlers 
adapted for turnpike transportation.  Manchester developed in two phases.  It was initially 
laid out by an Englishman, Richard Richards, but predominately settled by Pennsylvanian 
Germans coming from the north in Pennsylvania. And so it had a very strong 
Pennsylvania German character in the architecture of the town, and then the social 
traditions of the town. 
 
00:09:46 
One of the interesting ways to look at Carroll county’s history is by comparing the 
development of towns.  And so you have Manchester as a very prosperous agrarian 
community in the early 1800s.  And its sort of sister city is Hampstead, which had not 
developed as much, there weren’t as many houses along the main street, there weren’t as 
many side roads that had developed.  But then when the railroad came both communities 
vied for a railroad to come here.   
 
00:10:19 
Manchester formed a Parkton to Manchester railroad company and began construction, 
but Hampstead was able to get a rail line earlier, and then it became really the economic 
center of the area. So you can look at the main streets, you can look at the architecture, 
you can look at the type of business in those two towns and see that Manchester is very 
much the pre-railroad prosperous community and Hampstead has the industries that 
would have used the rail line like a lumber yard, like the rail depot, and into the early 20th 
century was the center for economic development in this region. 
 



00:11:05 
In response Manchester’s industry changed to be an industry that did not need heavy 
transportation, and so you had a lot of cigar factories locate on Main Street, making 
cigars is a labor-intensive industry that does not need heavy manufacturing; they were 
rolled by hand, they could be transported by a horse-drawn carriage down to the rail 
lines. You also had a lot of clothing factories and clothing manufacturing industry located 
in Manchester, after its heyday as an agricultural center. 
 
00:11:46 
Another trend that you see in Carroll county tracking national trends is the consolidation 
of industry into large manufacturing processes.  You can see this in a number of 
industries that continued from early 1900s to the mid 1900s such as the cigar factories, 
the clothing manufacturing... The best example of local industries that get lost because of 
national consolidation of the economy are the canning factories.  Most every town in 
Carroll county had a canning factory on its outskirts; it allowed the farmers to get their 
produce to processing easier.  They did not have heavy transportation costs, and so the 
local canneries had a summer schedule of canning tomatoes and corn and beans and peas, 
and it provided summer jobs for young people, regular summer jobs for trained people in 
the community.  But by the 1960s you see a nationalization of food processing and the 
local canneries lost out to the competition in primarily the mid-west or by really large 
operations like in Hanover, Pennsylvania. 
 
00:13:16 
Manchester today is like many of Carroll county’s communities where many of the 
residents commute out of town for employment. And so it has some small businesses, 
usually Mom and Pop-owned businesses that provide services to the community, but is 
like many of Carroll county’s towns, a commuter town as far as the employment of 
residents is concerned. 
 
00:13:46 
One of the trends in county history from the 1950s to today is increasing suburbanization 
of the county.  So there are fewer people engaged in agricultural pursuits, the economy is 
less agricultural, and more involved in suburban-type activity, especially over that time 
period.  Home building and construction, the development industry has been a major 
player in Carroll county’s economy. So today’s residents are more inclined to be those 
who shop outside the county, work outside of the county and have many of their 
recreational activities outside of the county. 
 
00:14:27 
Hampstead is similar to Manchester in that it was laid out by an Englishman, Christopher 
Vaughn, but settled primarily by Pennsylvania Germans coming south from 
Pennsylvania.  It did not develop a community core the same way Manchester did but it 
did have a couple of taverns; one of them was known as Spring Garden, there was Sapps 
Tavern.  They had what you would expect in terms of local craftsmen, tinsmith, 
blacksmith, tanners, and once the railroad came to town then it really prospered with late 
19th century businesses and industries. 



 
00:15:11 
In today’s Hampstead you’ve got one of the more prosperous industrial and economic 
developments within the entire county.  Black and Decker led that surge by opening a 
plant in early 1950s that expanded through the 1970s and provided a lot of jobs in the 
manufacturing industry in this region.  In that sort of industrial core there have been other 
industries that have located there, predominately Joseph A. Banks Clotheries and 
Sweetheart Cup.  And so Hampstead is one of the towns in the county that has done an 
excellent job in attracting industry and keeping jobs local. 
 
00:16:00 
Another interesting aspect of Carroll county’s history with the coming of the railroad is 
that it occurred the same time as the Civil War.  And in fact accounts of Gettysburg talk 
about how the Union army had appointed a general to work with the railroads to provide 
munitions and supplies to the Civil War. And Westminster and Taneytown were integral 
parts of the Battle of Gettysburg supply lines for Union forces.  The railroad in 
Taneytown after the Civil War also provided a strong economic base with early 20th 
century industries in Taneytown that continue to today. 
 
00:16:53 
Westminster has an interesting history as the line of demarcation between the English 
influenced settlers and the Pennsylvania German settlers. And so in the agriculture in 
Westminster you see a lot of English traditions especially in some of the earlier buildings.  
And it was an agricultural community; it was not as prosperous as Taneytown or 
Manchester, but once the county was formed in 1837 it then became the center for many 
county activities such as having a newspaper, being the center of the county court, so 
having a center for law and lawyers and the seat of government.  And with that came 
some prestige, came some economic development that wouldn’t occur elsewhere. And 
then with the railroad, Western Maryland railroad extension to Westminster in the 1860s; 
it became the true commercial center for Carroll county. 
 
00:17:55 
As the center of county government and the commercial center for the county, 
Westminster has been the trendsetter especially during the 1900s. The first major 
highway bypass was built in Westminster; Rt. 140 opened in 1954. When Jay (?) and I 
were at the historical society, we did an exhibit that focused on the building of Rt. 140 
and the symbolism that that gave to the community.  It was almost like a little bit of 
southern California comes to the county, a divided two-lane highway, a focus for 
economic development, the first fast food hamburger joint was built there, and so 
Westminster has been the trendsetter in attracting sort of the highlights that you would 
think of as 20th history: fast food, drive-in movies, apartment living and those types of 
suburban features that maybe some of other counties were slower to catch up to. 
 
00:19:10 
With rapid growth Westminster has seen a lot of problems that are typical of rapid 
suburbanization: traffic congestion on the major thoroughfares, as well as the side roads, 



overcrowding of schools, tight water resources, those types of things that Carroll county 
has struggled with. Westminster in particular has had to deal with. 
 
00:19:36 
The early settlers came here because of the natural resources of the county, rich limestone 
soils for agriculture, but they also integrated with the county in their architecture.  And so 
the architecture reflects stone, quarried locally, bricks burned on the site where the house 
was constructed, and there was also some mining done in the county because of the 
natural resources that were here, and because transportation was limited   In the 1700s 
and early 1800s there was copper mined in the Sykesville area. There were slate quarries 
which provided roofing materials for local structures.  There were limestone quarries 
which were burned and kilns locally to provide lime for building construction as well as 
for farmers’ fields. And so you get a sense that the early residents were very much in tune 
with their natural resources in the way that the land and the water resources played in 
their daily lives. 
 
00:20:49 
A good example of mining in the county is there were iron ore beds that in the late 1800s 
became dominant for the iron resources in steel making.  And because there was a good 
source of iron ore here there were railroad lines developed just to bring the ore up to 
smelting in Pittsburg and other locations in Pennsylvania. One of those rail lines was the 
Bachman Valley Railroad company which served an iron ore mine known as the 
Bachman Valley Ore Mine near Melrose, north of Manchester in Carroll county.  And 
that rail line was in existence from about 1880 to 1927 when there was an accident at the 
mine and the mine fell out of use and the railroad fell out of use shortly thereafter.   
 
00:21:50 
But Melrose became a little bit of a commercial center because it had a rail line and 
developed a lumber yard, the canning factory there canned tomatoes and had a ready 
resource for transportation to get their product out.  And so it’s sort of a unique example 
of how the railroad would affect a community, and how the natural resources in the 
region developed a local economy. 
 
00:22:17 
When we talk about the ordinary life of Carroll county residents that doesn’t mean that 
there weren’t people who became prominent in their fields in the county.  A good 
example is William Henry Rhinehart, a late 19th century artist and sculptor.  He was 
raised in McKinstry’s Mills outside of Union Bridge, and that area the limestone has 
some hard formations that create a marble and as a young boy he learned his craft of 
sculpturing in marble that came out of the Wakefield Valley.  He later went to Baltimore 
and studied in a studio and then was recognized as a major artistic talent in America at 
the time.  He also studied, and had studios in Italy and England, and is known for some 
major works in this region including the brass doors at the capital were his design and 
similar sculptures. 
 
00:23:24 



Carroll county’s African American history is very rich in local traditions and sights.  It 
was not unusual for the Pennsylvania German families to have one or two slaves, either 
as household servants or farm hands who they would manumit or set free in their will.  In 
the southern part of the county there was more of a plantation and tobacco-oriented 
culture, but it never developed as much as southern Maryland and the Chesapeake region. 
And so you might have more slaves working on larger farms, but for the most part the 
county was small farmsteads and the slaves were farm hands on those types of 
operations. 
 
00:24:14 
The unique feature I think is that by 1860, the time of the Civil War, African American 
population was almost fifty percent free black then fifty percent slave.  So it shows that 
there was a tradition within the local culture of manumitting slaves on an owners’ death. 
And because there were that number of free blacks in the county, Carroll county became 
a location for underground railroad operations with trying to gain the freedom of slaves in 
the south by moving them through the county into parts further north where they can be 
free. 
 
00:24:58 
One of the aspects of community development in Carroll county was the fact with a large 
free black population, they’re typically were villages or portions of town that became the 
homes of the free blacks, who own their own land and who own their own home.  And 
local residents know many of these locations; some are gone, such as Black Ankle, 
outside of Westminster, but some still remain.  Priestland outside of Union Bridge was an 
African American rural community with a small village center, an African American 
church, an African American store, Dorseytown outside of Mt. Airy. 
 
00:25:47 
There was a tradition that the freed African Americans would locate in a village of their 
own, or at one end of town in four or five housing lots together, and then they would 
work with the local industry or work in households in that community and serve as a 
small community, usually with their church and their own social traditions. 
 
00:26:18 
During the 1800s the primary source of power was water which is sort of odd for us to 
think about with high gas prices today and gasoline being our primary source of power, 
not only for automobiles but for electric power plants and their industrial uses.  But water 
was the power of the era, primarily harnessed through mills which had water wheels 
which turned a turbine that then affected belts and shafts, and we think of the traditional 
use of water power as being to grind grain.  Union Mills and the north central Carroll 
county is a great example of a grist mill run by water power based upon the 1700s 
traditions of a grist mill. 
 
00:27:16 
But water power was harnessed for many other industrial uses.  Sawing of lumber, saw 
mills were run by water power.  The making of paper in paper factories out at Hoffman 



Mills, running other equipment for textile types of industry. Water was harnessed for 
many different types of industrial processes. 
 
00:27:41 
I think the hallmark of the agrarian society was the ability to self-sustain individual 
households.  And that meant that they made their own foods whether it was crops that 
they grew, whether they had a vegetable garden, whether it was local naturally-grown 
plants and flowers, there were cranberry bogs outside of Westminster, there were 
blueberry and raspberry locations throughout the county.  And they not only dealt with 
their own food but made their own clothes; they tanned hides from livestock, just the full 
panoply of household activities that would occur were things that were done within their 
household. 
 
00:28:34 
As we track our national trends we see the development of the county from an agrarian 
society with self-sustaining farms into an agri-business where the produce is no longer 
canned but the agricultural product is part of a national economic system.  You see that 
similar trend with other industries that were taking place in Carroll county where you 
really have a national industrial base and the actions and activities in Carroll county feed 
into the national economy. 
 
00:29:18 
And then in the late 1900s we begin to move into a technological society, and that’s 
where we are right now. We’re probably in the early years of a technology-based society.  
But we can see with our children and our grandchildren a whole new world, a whole new 
life experience.  An influence that computers have had on their daily lives in opening up 
markets that are not national but international markets, and opening up exchange of 
information and intellectual challenges through the Internet and through the rapidly 
expanding technology in this region. 
 
00:30:04 
Although Carroll county had an agrarian society in the early 20th century that does not 
mean that we weren’t hard hit by the Depression.  Farms were foreclosed on, banks went 
under; the banks that were in the county were locally-owned banks, they were the 
leadership were local residents, the staff and members were local residents and these had 
traumatic impacts on those families at that time in the county’s history.   
 
00:30:37 
You also had during that era Prohibition which had a major impact on the county because 
in a farming community there was access to grain alcohol.  The grain alcohol was not 
controlled, and if you flipped through the daily weekly newspaper of that time, you see 
alcoholism and major reactions of crime and domestic violence occur during Prohibition 
because residents in the county were drinking grain alcohol and going crazy. 
 
00:31:23 



Carroll county today is very appealing as a residential community and that’s because of 
the traditions that come out of 100 years, 200 years of history here.  I think that new 
residents are attracted to the county because of an excellent system of education.  The 
schools do a very good job of educating youngsters in the community.  The amenities of 
a former agricultural community in terms of open space, in terms of farmers’ markets 
with available local produce, in terms of scenic countryside, and a high quality of life is 
what attracts people to the county, and which residents who’ve lived here a long time also 
enjoy. 
 
00:32:15 
If you look around the county you’re always looking at some aspect of history.  It may be 
a brick design in a brick-barn, it may be a fancy Victorian cornice on a house on Main 
Street, it may be a stone wall or an old stone mill, but throughout the county there are 
always agricultural features and landscape features that remind us of our history, and 
make this a very rewarding place to live. 
 
00:32:46 
When you look at the earliest settlers I think you stand in awe of how close they were to 
their natural surroundings. Occasionally you find references in journals or diaries that 
were kept by early residents and they talk about the cold winter weather, and they try to 
put a piece of leather up against a window to block the snow and the cold winds.  And so 
our earliest residents were very hardy because of their closeness to nature. They built 
their houses out of the materials that were close at hand.  They got their water from the 
springhouse that either was in the house, or just outside the kitchen door. They had a very 
close relationship with the land in knowing when to plant crops and when to harvest 
crops and how to work the soil to the best benefit.  And then they used other local 
resources, whether it was through mining, timbering or other means of getting resources 
for every aspect of their daily life. 
 
00:33:59 
When somebody fifty to one hundred years from now looks back at Carroll county today, 
the theme will be how does a traditional agrarian society transition into a national 
suburban community.  And there are a lot of aches and pains in doing that.  Our political 
leaders understand that very well that it’s not easy to make that tradition from a low 
population agricultural oriented community to a higher density suburban community. 
And I think that’s what the historians 50-100 years from now will be looking at and 
exploring and discussing in great detail. 
 
00:34:43 
If you look at our national issues in the United States today, energy, the high cost of 
gasoline, the rough cycle that we’re in with our economy are major factors affecting 
people’s daily lives today.  And so as we look at our daily lives and what we do, it’s 
interesting to see a return to some of the techniques and methods of our ancestors.  
Reading the local media there are stories about people collecting rain water through their 
rain spouts in order to have a water resource for watering the garden and plants.  People 
are looking for producing their own energy, even something as simple as putting up a 



clothes line and hanging their clothes on the back line instead of running a dryer in the 
household and so in the stage we’re in now it’s pretty amazing to see that we’re returning 
to many of the types of things that our ancestors did, having a small garden in the 
backyard, preparing our own foods, looking for savings and energy resources because of 
the national conditions that exist today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tape #12 - Warren Dorsey, Pt. 1 
 
Answer begins under bars and tone 
 
12:40:31 
 I started school here September of 1926. 
 
12:40:42 (cam) 
Well at the time I suppose that it didn’t occupy my consciousness as important but it did 
to my mother.  Although my mother never had any formal education because there were 
no schools in the community in which she was reared, but her passion was that her 
children would have a future if they could get out of the circle of ignorance and poverty 
that we were born in.  And she was determined for us to do well and go as far as we could 
so that we could have a future. 
 
12:41:32 
I started school here in 1926, September of 1926; I was six years old.  That was the 
official age in the state for being schooled.  You couldn’t start before then. 



 
12:41:53 
Willingness never was an issue in my family, it was, because I was the ninth child, it was 
well established that you’re going to school and you’re going to do whatever is necessary 
to succeed. 
 
12:42:09 
We walked; we didn’t live far from here, we were only about a ¼ mile away to this 
school.  The walking became quite an issue after I was taken out of this school and 
eventually going to high school because the county at the time provided no transportation 
for children of color.  The schools were established in communities often far removed 
from where we lived and it was up to us to get there. 
 
12:42:53 
High school was established in Carroll county for black students in Westminster which is 
from where we lived it was about 18 to 18 ½ miles.  No transportation was provided by 
the county.  Parents in the various communities started raising money through dinners, 
bake sales, things of that sort, to buy a bus and they finally got enough together to buy an 
old rickety bus.  And a man who taught school in Westminster, an elementary school, 
agreed to drive the bus.  But his route started in Cooksville, and they hauled a few kids 
from Cooksville because there was no high school in that part of Howard county.  I don’t 
think there was any in all of Howard county for black kids. 
 
12:43:52 
And you went north on what was then Rt. 40, which is now Rt. 144 to the Mt. Airy area, 
Rt. 27, went across, they’re picking up kids in the various communities who wanted to go 
to school and went across through Mt. Airy to Rt. 26, which comes out some where 
around Taylorsville, and then south toward Baltimore.  They went south to Eldersburg   
picking up kids again in the various communities, but they then turned north on Rt. 32 to 
go to Westminster.  The closest it came to us was about three, three and a half miles; it 
was up to us to get there.  So the walking started in earnest then, ( ? ) it wasn’t started 
when we were taken out of this school to go to Johnsville School, but we walked.  I’ve 
estimated how many miles through elementary school and high school about 10,000 
miles. 
 
12:45:10 
We only got one pair of shoes a year, only one pair of shoes a year.  They were half soled 
when the (?) .  One thing that my mother enforced in her family, as soon as frost was off 
the ground in the spring  as soon as the ground got a little warm, we didn’t wear the shoes 
except to school and to church. They were the only places you could wear your shoes.  
All other times you went barefoot.  And until I got to the age where I used to hire out on 
farms doing day labor, I went barefoot.  We were…when I went to work on the farm I 
wore my shoes or went to pick berries and things of that sort; we were allowed to wear 
the shoes. 
 
12:46:04 



Rows of desks, and the desks were not exactly sized depending upon the age of kids, but 
maybe to some degree. The desks were castoffs from white schools.  So was everything 
else we had was cast offs all of them, education materials.  And we sat by grades 
primarily, although when I started school I sat between my sister, Mae, who will be here, 
and a girl named Jane Bonds, she passed away years ago, and they were a year ahead of 
me.  So I guess in order that I’d have some company that I was familiar with, I sat 
between but we sat most by grades. 
 
12:47:08 
Oh yes, we always had chores to do.  Each person had to pull his weight in the house in 
order to make it go.  We lived on the edge of survival most of the time, as most of the 
families that lived around the hill here.  They existed on the edge of survival really most 
of the time.  You had to pull together. We did have some ground and we raised, most of 
what we ate we raised, we carried water from the spring which was down a hill from the 
house. It was our job to carry water, we cut wood, there was a stand of trees on the 
ground that we owned, we cut wood for fires. That was our source of fuel and we did 
that.  Make sure there was enough wood for my mother during the day before we came 
and left the house to go to school, there was enough water.  So we had chores to do 
before school and after school. 
 
12:48:21 
No, there was always some older kid who was given the chore of getting here to act as 
sort of a janitor I suppose, to open the school, to make fires at the time of the year when 
he was necessary. 
 
 
 
12:48:40 
I don’t remember it being any particular problem.  The teacher worked with one group, 
the others worked independently to some degree, but mostly the older kids helped the 
younger ones. There was cross fertilization of ideas in learning experiences between the 
various age groups. So to a lot of degree we taught each other. 
 
12:49:20 
Yes, the older kids, I depended upon those kids, especially my older brother who was 
never great at reading himself but he used to read to us and gave us exercises so that we 
could develop reading habits. 
 
12:49:45 
Yes, we never had any new materials, never, always hand-me-downs.  It had to be 
supplemented like writing materials had to be supplemented by the home. 
 
12:50:16 
Well that was the way that life was then. Either you obeyed your parents without 
question.  And my mother had strictly instructed us, you go to school, you behave; you 
do what the teacher tells you to do. And if the teacher says that you’ve done something 



that you shouldn’t have, you did it.  If you come home and I know about, you’re going to 
be punished at home.  If the teacher punishes you don’t expect that you’re going to get 
any support from home that’s in opposition to what the teacher did.  You’re going to get 
punished at home also.  You had to behave, you do the best you can, you go to school, 
you behave, you get your work, you always obeyed those that were trying to help you 
along. 
 
12:51:09 
There were twelve of us, that means I had 11 siblings, all of them went to school here.  
The school was opened in 1904.  That’s the year that the first of my siblings was born in 
1904, which means he started to school here at around 1910.  And all of them started 
school here. 
 
12:51:48 
Well as I stated earlier my mother had no formal training so she was limited to that 
degree. She expected us to do the best that we could, so yeah her expectation was high. 
She meant for you to learn all that you could, take advantage of every opportunity that 
you had to learn, yes. 
 
12:52:18 
We were…I was taken out of this school in fifth grade.  When I reached fifth grade the 
county at that time decided that school consolidation provided better opportunities.  I 
think it was an economic consideration. Because before that every little enclave where 
maybe only a handful of black kids had a school, some buildings weren’t even a school, 
had a teacher.  Rather than to keep operating so many small ones, they consolidated.  At 
Johnsville, they had a two-room little school and they accommodated kids from several 
communities.  And I was taken out again of the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades were put 
at Johnsville.  And I finished elementary school at Johnsville.  And that would be I think 
about 1930 that I left here to go to Johnsville. 
 
12:53:35 
It was a fun time.  This school house represented more than just a place where the kids 
gathered to meet with the teacher.  This was one of the community centers.  Our lives 
revolved around the home, the school, and the church.  We had no means of 
transportation except to walk. That means that any social life that we had existed in the 
school, in the church and at the home.  So this was a time when we met our friends, we 
were able to play together, as well as a place that was a seat of learning.   
 
12:54:18 
Teachers were looked upon as the storehouse of knowledge in the community because 
the parents generally, our parents as long as all of the other parents in the community, had 
never been to a school.  So they looked at this as a social institution as well as a school. 
 
12:54:53 
I was always a happy school goer; I loved going to school.  So being here was a big thing 
in my life. And it’s understandable when you consider the only other place that we went 



was to church, we spent all of the rest of our time at home.  So this represented a kind of 
retreat, where we could have, we could spend ourselves, along with our friends as well as 
try to gain an education. 
 
12:55:40 
The career choices of black kids in the days when I came along were few. They were just, 
the state was just beginning to offer teachers training.  Jobs other than menial jobs, 
service kinds of jobs were almost non-existent.  So with the opportunities for teachers 
training, the job of teaching was a step up so that was attractive.  But other than the 
teaching and the two people who went into ministering, preaching, a few have found any 
other outlet except menial jobs.  
 
12:57:21 
Originally because I thought that would be one of the few career choices that I had 
available to me.  Yeah.  I also had an older sister who had left the community when she 
was quite young.  She was educated in schools in Washington and Baltimore and taught 
in Baltimore.  So she was sort of an example of what can happen to you if you get into 
teaching and yeah I wanted, I had the idea that I was going to teach school. 
 
12:58:10 
I worked on the farm, yes.  I never dreamed about going to college when I was going to 
high school because it just seemed to be a goal that was beyond the possibility for me.  
But at the time the State of Maryland offered a scholarship to anyone who finished up 
high school in Maryland at the head of his class, fifty bucks.  I finished at the head of my 
class in high school.  Then I started to dream it was possible I could go to college.  Fifty 
dollars was a lot of money then because tuition in schools where I wanted to go, where I 
thought I was able to go, was only $125 a year, that’s just the tuition, not room and board 
and books and all the other stuff. 
 
12:59:12 
So the only work available at the time was farm work and I worked on a farm, this was 
mostly when I finished high school, I had worked on a farm before, but in high school, 
when I finished high school in 1937, I worked full time every day that I could get to work 
on the farm. The prevailing wage then was ten cents an hour, ten hours a day. You went 
to work at seven o’clock in the morning, get an hour for lunch and you quit at 5:00 in the 
afternoon.  So I did that and saved what I could toward going to school, yes. 
 
 
 


